The Gospel sMALL GROUP
ACCOl‘dmg L0 STUDY GUIDE

Week 2 June 14, 2026
“Seeing Ourselves in Our Dogs”

OPENING PRAYER

Gracious God, as we gather to study this message, we thank You for the many ways You reveal
Your love and truth through Your creation. We confess that like sheep - and even like our beloved
dogs - we sometimes wander from Your path, get caught up in things that are not good for us,
and lose sight of Your will.

Thank You for never giving up on us. Thank You for searching for us when we are lost, washing
us clean through Your grace, and inviting us into a life of purpose, peace, and joy. As we discuss
this message together, open our hearts to hear what You want to teach us. Help us to grow in
faith, to serve You faithfully, and to experience the abundant life You desire for us. In the name of
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Shepherd, we pray. Amen.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES

Romans 7:14-15, 24 (NIV)

" We know that the law is spiritual; but | am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. * | do not
understand what | do. For what | want to do | do not do, but what | hate I do.
24What a wretched man | am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death?

Luke 19:10 (NIV)

" For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.

Colossians 1:10 (NIV)
0...s0 that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in
every good work, growing in the knowledge of God

Micah 6:8 (NIV)
8He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act
justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.

Psalm 16:11 (NIV)

You make known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal
pleasures at your right hand.
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SMALL GROUP STUDY GUIDE

Week 2 June 14, 2026
“Seeing Ourselves in Our Dogs”

INTRODUCTION

Last week, we looked at how dogs in their most noble ways paint a picture for us of certain
characteristics of God - loyalty, faithfulness, love, compassion, kindness. But some of our canine
companions' less admirable habits - wandering away, getting into things they shouldn't, and
needing rescue - reflect our own spiritual struggles. So how can we overcome these traits?

When we wander away from God and get into things we shouldn’t, God is there to rescue us. God
searches for the lost, washes us clean, and heals our wounds. He has the ability to help us
become free, healed, and completely whole. He is our master and he invites us to follow him and
do his will. And when we do his will, we find our perfect peace. Finally, he invites us to live a life of
joy. So what are you doing to please your Lord (master)?

QUESTIONS

1.

What is one bad behavior your pet does now or did previously that you wish you could
stop them from doing?

Read Romans 7:14-15, 24 (on page 1). Do you have the same struggles the apostle Paul
had? What distractions, habits, or priorities tend to pull your attention away from your
relationship with Christ?

Read Luke 19:10 (on page 1). Have you ever wandered away from God? Can you identify a
time when God pursued you through a person, a church, a scripture, or a circumstance?

Read Colossians 1:10 and Micah 6:8 (both on page 1). God invites us to follow him and do
his will. And when we do his will, we find our perfect peace. What specific acts of justice,
kindness, mercy, or service are you intentionally practicing? Is there a person or ministry
God may be calling you to serve more faithfully?

Read Psalm 16:11 (on page 1). Dogs seem to find it relatively easy to just enjoy life — playing
with a ball, a stick or just running around. Scripture tells us that God wants us to enjoy life.
What simple blessings have you overlooked recently? How can you make space this week
to enjoy God's gifts, delight in creation, and live with gratitude rather than worry?

FINAL APPLICATION

What would it look like to take a step toward God this week? How can this group help?
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