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“The Steadfast Love of Dogs”

OPENING PRAYER

Loving God, we thank you for gathering us together today. As we study and reflect on your
steadfast love, open our hearts to see the many ways you reveal it in everyday life. Help us

recognize in the loyalty, joy, faithfulness, and unconditional affection of our dogs a glimpse of your
own love for us.

Teach us through this discussion to trust more deeply in your grace, to receive your love with
gratitude, and to share that same faithful love with others. May your Holy Spirit guide our

conversation, strengthen our faith, and draw us closer to you and to one another. In the name of
Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES
Deuteronomy 31:8 (NIV)

The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor
forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.”

Psalm 23:4 (NIV)

Even though | walk through the darkest valley, | will fear no evil, for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

Ephesians 3:18 (NIV)

...may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long
and high and deep is the love of Christ.
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SMALL GROUP STUDY GUIDE

Week 1 June 7, 2026
“The Steadfast Love of Dogs”

INTRODUCTION

Whether you have been gone five days or five minutes, the tail is wagging as he eagerly greets
you. When you've had a really rotten day, she is ready to love and comfort you. And, no matter
how badly you behave, you are forgiven. So what can dogs teach us about God?

The steadfast love of dogs teaches us several important lessons about God. God is always with
you; he never leaves you or forsakes you. He is your comforter and your strength. And, finally,
God loves you more than you could possibly imagine or believe. And that love has the power to
change your life, sustain your life, and to give you life.

QUESTIONS
1. Who was the most beloved pet you ever had and why?
2. Whether you have been gone five days or five minutes, the tail is wagging as he eagerly
greets. Dogs always want to be by your side and demonstrate for us constant

companionship. How does this reflect the nature of God?

3. When you've had a really rotten day, our dogs are ready to love and comfort you. How
does this reflect the nature of God?

4. Our dogs show us unconditional and steadfast love. How does this reflect the nature of
God?

5. The story of Noah'’s ark reveals God’s character and God’s concern for the animals. The
ark was not only meant to save humanity; it was meant to save the animals as well. How
should that affect the way we see and treat animals?

FINAL APPLICATION

This week do something kind for a pet or animal. How can this group help?
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