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Week 4 December 21, 2025
“The Star”

OPENING PRAYER

Heavenly Father, as we gather today, we come in awe of your love. You know us completely, are
aware of all our faults and failures, and yet you love us. You love us enough to send your Son
Jesus to earth. He lived among us, knew our pain and fears, and yet remained faithful to your plan
of salvation. In this holy season of Advent, open us by the power of the Holy Spirit to a greater
expression of that love that sent Jesus. Help us to cultivate it in every fiber of our being so others
may see your love in all we do and say. This we ask in the precious name of Jesus. Amen.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES

John 1:1-5 (NRSVUE)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He
was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him
not one thing came into being. What has come into being “in him was life, and the life
was the light of all people. ® The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overtake it.

Galatians 4:4-7 (NRSVUE)

4 But when the fuliness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might
receive adoption as children. ¢ And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of
his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave but a child,
and if a child then also an heir through God.

1 John 4:7-12 (NRSVUE)

7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God, everyone who loves is born
of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is

love. ° God'’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. °In this is love, not that we loved God but that
he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. " Beloved, since
God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. ? No one has ever seen God;
if we love one another, God abides in us, and his love is perfected in us.
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INTRODUCTION

We have looked at Hope, Peace, and Joy. Now, our Advent journey takes us to the Candle and
theme of Love. At Christmas, we do not merely remember the historic event of Christ’s birth, but
of the love that sent Jesus in the first place. God loves the world. That means you, me, your
neighbor, your third cousin on your father’s side, and strangers you will never meet. Furthermore,
we are meant to both live in this love and reflect it as we build the Kingdom of God. As you
consider the questions below and the Scripture above, may you enter into deep reflection upon
the Love of God. Amen.

QUESTIONS

1. The opening lines of the Gospel of John (on page 1) tell us about the identity of Jesus. He
is not just another servant of God, like the prophets; rather he is one with the Father. What
do you make of these verses? How do you understand Jesus’ divine and human nature?

2. Jesus came to a sin-sick world that needed a Savior. He came to seek and save the lost.
How do you see Christ’s light in your life and the world around you?

3. In Paul’s letter to the Galatian church, he tells that in becoming God’s children, they can call
Him “Abba, Father.” We may hear and read “Father” and think of a formal designation. The
language used shows a much more personal relationship. Describe your understanding of
being a child of the eternal and everlasting God whom you also get to call “dad.”

4. Attimes, we think we need to be “good enough” to come before God. John writes that it
was God who loved us first; we don’t need to earn God'’s love because it is already given.
What ways can you offer such love to your friends, family, church, and world?

FINAL APPLICATION

God’s love comes closer to earth in our celebration and remembrance of the first Christmas.
God took on flesh, entered human history in a very different manner, and dwelt among us. Jesus
showed us God’s love in a tangible and vulnerable way. With Christmas coming, what actions
will you take to center yourself on God’s love? Are these personal and more reflective actions?
Or outward and visible displays?
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