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OPENING PRAYER

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the lives of those who we have made connections with in life
and in ministry. We thank you for the way that you moved through their hearts and that way you
have used them to shape our lives as we seek to honor to you. Help us to consider how we will
connect with those around us, teaching your ways to them so that they may, in turn, influence the
generations to come. Amen.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES
Ephesians 4:3-6 (NIV)

3Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. # There is
one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were

called; Sone Lord, one faith, one baptism; ¢ one God and Father of all, who is over all and
through all and in all.

2 Corinthians 7:1 (NIV)

Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from
everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for
God.
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SMALL GROUP STUDY GUIDE

Week November 2, 2025
“Connections (All Saints Day)”

INTRODUCTION

All Saints Day is a singular event, held on a particular day; but the purpose of this day is to
remember how the connections we’ve made with other Christians permeate throughout the year.
As we take time to remember the lives of those who went on before us, we also reflect on the
impact that they made on our lives — and how we can be that impact for others as well.

As we take time to remember those who have gone on to heaven before us, it's important that we
not only remember their lives, but also strive to be better followers of Jesus through the witness
that they gave.

QUESTIONS

1. As you consider the people who were most influential in your faith journey, how did they
make you feel welcome, even (or especially) when there were barriers to overcome? How
have you made others feel welcome and worked towards peace despite differences?

2. Why do you think it's important to memorialize, mark, and remember important people and
events on our Christian journey? What are some practices you use in your life to do this?

3. What are some things that — for you in your own life; not judging the lives of others — have
been stumbling blocks in striving to be “holy?” How can this group help to eliminate those
stumbling blocks?

4. While the United Methodist Church doesn’t recognize saints in the way that Catholic and
Orthodox traditions do, no Christian tradition believes saints to be completely without fault
(only Jesus is recognized as having been without sin). How does knowing that perfection
might be a goal, but certainly not a requirement, allow you to feel more comfortable as a
follower of Jesus?

5. Who is one person who has gone on to heaven whose witness to Christ is one that you
want this group to know about? Take a moment to share a bit about that person with the

group.
FINAL APPLICATION

During the coming week, take time to inventory the things that you've learned from those who
have been most impactful on your faith journey, then consider ways that you can leave your
own mark on the faith journeys of others.
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