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Week 2 October 19, 2025
MAXIMIZING OUR IMPACT “The Plan”

OPENING PRAYER

Gracious God, thank you for the generosity of the early church Christians and the example they
gave to us about giving. We are so thankful that at the heart of our faith is not receiving, but giving
with hands wide open. It's about nail-scarred hands wide open. For you so loved the whole world
that you gave something. So Lord, would you take each of us beyond giving to the place of
generosity? In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES

1 Chronicles 29:11-12 (NIV)

"Yours, Lord, is the greatness and the power
and the glory and the majesty and the splendor,
for everything in heaven and earth is yours.
Yours, Lord, is the kingdom;
you are exalted as head over all.
2 Wealth and honor come from you;
you are the ruler of all things.
In your hands are strength and power
to exalt and give strength to all.

Acts 20:35 (NIV)

35°In everything I did, | showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak,
remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to
receive.” “

1 Corinthians 16:1-3 (NIV)

"Now about the collection for the Lord’s people: Do what | told the Galatian churches to
do. 20n the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in
keeping with your income, saving it up, so that when | come no collections will have to
be made. 3 Then, when | arrive, | will give letters of introduction to the men you

approve and send them with your gift to Jerusalem.
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SMALL GROUP STUDY GUIDE

Week 1 October 19, 2025
“The Plan”

INTRODUCTION

Everyone gives something somewhere to someone. But that only masks the fact that we don'’t
know how to be generous. Generosity isn’t about how to give. It is more than random acts of
giving. Persuasive people can inspire or guilt us into giving. But generous people don’t need to
be sold. They plan to give. If you choose to become generous—to plan to give—you’ll give more,
consume less, and have more left over.

Being radically generous may seem crazy, but Jesus said the alternative is crazier. It reduces you
to an owner and a consumer. It leaves you discontent. And no matter what lifestyle you choose,
you will eventually lose possession of your stuff anyway. You can choose to be generous or
choose to live like owners and consumers. But remember: happy is the person whose life is
ordered around giving rather than receiving.

QUESTIONS

1. Are you a planner or do you tend to fly by the seat of your pants? How has that influenced
the way you manage your finances?

2. Read Acts 20:35 (on page 1). What does the phrase “it is more blessed to give than to
receive” mean to you?

3. Would you consider yourself a “3S Giver’—someone who gives spontaneously,
sporadically, and sparingly? Do you agree that kind of giving gets in the way of generosity?
Why or why not?

4. During the message, Pastor Eric said, “You give from a grateful heart or you give from a
broken heart.” To whom or what are you grateful? What causes or problems break your
heart? What would it look like to say “yes” to those organizations, charities, or people?

5. What are some obstacles to you saving more, giving more, and spending less? What can
you do to overcome those obstacles?

FINAL APPLICATION

Start developing a giving plan based on what we’ve learned today.
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