SMALL GROUP
STIGATING  gTUDY GUIDE

E Week 4 March 10, 2024
“The Good Samaritan”

OPENING PRAYER

Heavenly Father, we come to you today asking for your guidance, wisdom, and support as we
begin this study. Help us to engage in meaningful discussion; allow us to grow closer as a group
and nurture the bonds of community. We pray this in the name of Jesus. Amen.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES

Luke 10:25-37 (NIV)

250n one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must |
do to inherit eternal life?”

26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”

27He answered, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.””

28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”
2% But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was
attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving
him half dead. 3' A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw
the man, he passed by on the other side. 32So too, a Levite, when he came to the place
and saw him, passed by on the other side. 3 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came
where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. *4 He went to him and
bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey,
brought him to an inn and took care of him. ** The next day he took out two denarii and
gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,” he said, ‘and when | return, | will reimburse
you for any extra expense you may have.’

36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hand’s
of robbers?”

37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”
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SMALL GROUP STUDY GUIDE

Week 4 March 10, 2024
“The Good Samaritan”

INTRODUCTION

Jesus often taught in parables in order to make a point. And one of the most famous parables
he taught was the parable of the Good Samaritan. In this parable, Jesus tells us that a Samaritan
man went the extra mile to help a man who was beaten, robbed and left for dead. So what does
this well-known parable mean for our own faith journeys?

Many people of faith practice vertical Christianity: as long as I'm good with God it doesn’t matter
how | treat other people. But that’'s not what Jesus tells us. Jesus tells us that love for God is
demonstrated by love for others. In the parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus is basically saying
“be the Samaritan,” neighbor love has no boundaries.

QUESTIONS

1. Who do you know who goes out of their way to help others? How have they impacted your
life? What's one way they’ve gone out of their way to help you?

2. We can’t help everyone... so how do we decide who to help and who not to help?

3. Read Luke 10:25-37 (on page 1).

e To you, what makes the story of the Good Samaritan so powerful?

e Inverses 25-28, what stands out to you about how Jesus responded to the law
expert’s initial question?

e Inverse 29, the law expert asked Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?” How would you
answer that question? Who is your neighbor?

e Inthe parable in verses 30-35, the Samaritan did no less than six kind acts to assist the
injured man. Why do you think Jesus had the Samaritan do so many acts of kindness in
the parable? Why not just one or two?

4. In Luke 10:37, Jesus says to the listeners of the parable to “Go and do likewise.”
e Who s it who needs your help?
e What do you need to do in order to “go and do likewise?”
e [s there anything preventing you from doing it?

FINAL APPLICATION

This week, pay attention to where you can be like the Good Samaritan.
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