The
KM SMALL GROUP
o STUDY GUIDE

14
k April 9, 2023 (Easter Sunday)
“The King of Kings”

OPENING PRAYER

Heavenly Father, thank you for the men and women who risked their lives so that we would know
the story of Jesus. Thank you for sending us a king worth following. Thank you for inviting us into
a world and into a kingdom that puts other people first because you put us first. So, give us eyes
to see and ears to hear like you. We pray this in the powerful and matchless name of Jesus.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES

Luke 24:1-12 (NIV)

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they
had prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the

tomb, 3 but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they
were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like

lightning stood beside them. %In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to
the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the

dead? ¢ He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with
you in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be
crucified and on the third day be raised again.” ” € Then they remembered his words.

% When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all
the others. It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others
with them who told this to the apostles. " But they did not believe the women, because
their words seemed to them like nonsense. 2 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb.
Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went

away, wondering to himself what had happened.
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INTRODUCTION

When Jesus was crucified, it was the end of the movement; and there were no Christians, there
was nho church, there was no Bible, and there were no believers. Fast forward to the year 380
A.D. and the same empire that crucified Jesus makes Christianity its official religion. Fast
forward to 2023 and there are now 2.4 billion Christians in the world. So... what happened?

People ultimately weren’t convinced to follow Jesus because of what he taught. They became
convinced because of what they saw. It is the resurrection of Jesus that answers one of
history’s greatest mysteries: ‘how did the church survive the 1st century?” And it’s the
resurrection of Jesus that resolves the mystery of how we can know where we stand with God.

QUESTIONS

1. What's something you remember happening that you would have never believed had you
not seen it with your own eyes?

2. If you weren't a firsthand witness to something incredible (for instance, the moon landing),
what would it take to convince you it happened?

3. Jesus's followers disengaged, but then re-engaged after many people saw him
resurrected. Talk about the emotions they would have experienced as they saw Jesus die,
then saw him alive, saw him leave again, and then heard him promise he would one day
return.

4. Read Luke 24:1-12 (on page 1) aloud. What are some details in this account that give it
credibility?

5. In your own words, what makes Jesus a king?
FINAL APPLICATION
What does the passage below mean for you?
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in

him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the world through him.” John 3:16-17
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