WOMEN SMALL GROUP

STUDY GUIDE

TH E BI B L Week 3 May 15, 2022

“Rahab”

OPENING PRAYER

O Gracious and Merciful God, we thank you for your plan of redemption. We see in the story of
Rahab that no one should be counted as outside of your plans and purposes. We pray that we
would see people in our midst through your eyes, knowing that each one has a special part in
your story, and that includes ourselves. May no part of our past hinder us in our walk with you, as
you hold our future. We ask that you would use each one of us for your glory, and may we all be
strong and courageous as we seek to offer your love to our hurting world. We pray in the name of
the One who came to rescue us, Your Son, Jesus. Amen.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES

Joshua 2:8-13 (NIV)

8 Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on the roof ° and said to them, “I know that
the Lord has given you this land and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who live
in this country are melting in fear because of you. ™ We have heard how the Lord dried up the
water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and

Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you completely destroyed. " When
we heard of it, our hearts melted in fear and everyone’s courage failed because of you, for

the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below.

2 “Now then, please swear to me by the Lord that you will show kindness to my family,
because | have shown kindness to you. Give me a sure sign ®that you will spare the
lives of my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them—and
that you will save us from death.”
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INTRODUCTION

With instructions from God, Joshua prepares God’s people for the battle of Jericho. God tells
them over and over “to be strong and courageous.” To prepare for battle, Joshua sends two spies
into the city to size up the situation. They wind up at the home of Rahab, who becomes an
unlikely hero. Rahab is one of the Bible’s most fascinating and unique characters. Although not an
Israelite, she makes daring decisions to follow God, based on the little information she had.
Ultimately, she becomes a key figure in God’s redemption story, and is listed as part of Jesus’
family tree.

QUESTIONS

1. Why do you think Rahab felt safe harboring two spies? What do you think would have
happened if she had been caught by her own people, or the spies turned against her?

2. In addition to safety and an escape plan, what does Rahab provide the spies? Why do
those in Jericho feel the way they do about the Israelites (Joshua 2:9-11)?

3. What’s your impression of Rahab in Joshua 2:8-167 What do these verses reveal about the
ancient world?

4. What further conditions to her request do the spies and Rahab agree upon (Joshua 2:17-
21)? What does their conversation reveal about the binding nature of promises, especially
in the ancient world? About Rahab’s saving faith?

5. Read Hebrews 11:30-31 and James 2:24-26, and describe Rahab’s legacy. What do you
think of her becoming an ancestor of Jesus Christ (Matthew 1:1-5)?

6. What groups of people do tend to think of as outside of God’s reach? Does Rahab’s story
reshape your thinking? Who do you need to reach out to in Christian love to include in your
circle?

FINAL APPLICATION
Joshua 2:18

Many commentators have noted that the line of scarlet cord that Rahab needed to hang from
her window for protection recalls God’s protection of the Israelites, when they placed the blood
of the sacrificial lamb above their doors at the Passover. And the cord serves as an emblem of
the blood of Christ on the cross, shed for us, for our salvation. Rahab believed in a God who had
dried up the water of the Red Sea and who was God of heaven above and the earth beneath.
Her faith brought about her shelter and protection, and raised her up to become an ancestress
of Christ. Whatever one’s lowliness, shame, or status as an exile or outcast, God does can do
wonders that we may not even be able to imagine. As you go about your week, each day, write
down one “wonder” where you see God.
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