The Gospel SERMON NOTES
ACCOI'dll’lg LO Week 2 June 14, 2026

“Seeing Ourselves in Our Dogs”

Romans 7:14-15, 24; Luke 19:10; Ezekiel 34:16; Ephesians 5:10;
Colossians 1:10; Micah 6:8; Matthew 6:31-33; John 10:10;
Psalm 16:11; Isaiah 11:6

Disobedience
A. We have the tendency to do the things we shouldn’t do, and the tendency to refrain

from doing the things we know we do.

B. Sometimes, like dogs we roll in the . There are things we do in life that we
are a little ashamed of after we do them.

C. There are times in our lives we wander away from like dogs wander away
from home.

D. God searches for the lost, washes us clean, and makes us
In Need of Rescue

A. The very act of loving and being loved by another creature brought in
Billy’s life.

B. God has the to help us become free, healed, and made completely
whole.

Finding Peace

A. have an innate desire to please their master.

B. God invites us to follow him and do his will. And when we do his will, we find our
perfect

Finding Joy

A. Dogs seem to find it relatively to just enjoy life.

B. God wants you to life.

Things | Would Like to Remember About This Message
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INTRODUCTION

Last week, we looked at how dogs in their most noble ways paint a picture for us of certain characteristics of
God - loyalty, faithfulness, love, compassion, kindness. But some of our canine companions' less admirable
habits - wandering away, getting into things they shouldn't, and needing rescue - reflect our own spiritual
struggles. So how can we overcome these traits?

Monday: Romans 7:14-25

Like all of us, the apostle Paul struggled with doing the things he should not do, and then refraining from
doing the things he should do. This seems to be human nature. Paul says the only way to overcome this is
through Jesus Christ. What distractions, habits, or priorities tend to pull your attention away from your
relationship with Christ? What would it look like to take a step toward God this week?

Tuesday: Psalm 51

This psalm was written by King David when the prophet Nathan came to him after David had committed
adultery with Bathsheba. In v. 5, David acknowledges this innate condition to sin, stating, “Surely | was sinful
at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.” Are there attitudes, sins, hurts, or unhealthy patterns
that you know are not God's best for you? How might God be inviting you to experience forgiveness,
cleansing, and a fresh start?

Wednesday: Luke 15:1-10, Luke 19:10

In these parables, Jesus makes it clear that God has a heart for lost people; people who have wandered
away from him. Like a lost dog, sometimes we wander away from God. Can you identify a time when God
pursued you through a person, a church, a scripture, or a circumstance?

How does remembering that experience strengthen your faith today?

Thursday: Ephesians 5:10, Colossians 1:10, Micah 6:8

God invites us to follow him and do his will. And when we do his will, we find our perfect peace. The
scripture says that God’s will for us is when we speak up for those who cannot speak up for themselves. To
do acts of kindness, compassion, and mercy. What specific acts of justice, kindness, mercy, or service are
you intentionally practicing? Is there a person or ministry God may be calling you to serve more faithfully?

Friday: Matthew 6:31-33, John 10:10, Psalm 16:11

Dogs seem to find it relatively easy to just enjoy life — playing with a ball, a stick, or just running around.
Scripture tells us that God wants us to enjoy life. What simple blessings have you overlooked recently? How
can you make space this week to enjoy God's gifts, delight in creation, and live with gratitude rather than
worry?

MOVING FORWARD

When we wander away from God and get into things we shouldn’t, God is there to rescue us. God searches
for the lost, washes us clean, and heals our wounds. He has the ability to help us become free, healed, and
completely whole. He is our master and he invites us to follow him and do his will. And when we do his will,
we find our perfect peace. Finally, he invites us to live a life of joy. So what are you doing to please your Lord
(master)?

Answers to the sermon notes: IA) should, B) stink, C) God, D) new. lIA) healing, B) ability,
IIA) Dogs, B) peace. IVA) easy, B) enjoy.
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