The Gospel SERMON NOTES
ACCOI" lng TLO Week1June 7,2026

DAGS

“The Steadfast Love of Dogs”
Deuteronomy 31:8; Psalm 23:4; Isaiah 41:10, 43:2;
Romans 12:19, 8:38-39; Lamentations 3:22-23;
John 15:13; Ephesians 3:18

Introduction
A. The Bible routinely talks about certain characteristics of God with the use of

B. All of creation dlsplays the glory and character of the

C. The word Hesed means faithfulness, loyalty, sacrificial Iove selflessness,

and kindness.
Companionship
A. Dogs display a constant .
B. walks with you wherever you go.

C. The scriptures do not that you will never walk through the valley of death.
D. The of God may be an expression of his love for his children who are being

hurt, oppressed, or experiencing injustice in their lives.

Comforter

A. Dogs can bring to those who are ill, suffering or grieving.

B. calls the Holy Spirit ‘the comforter.’

C. Atthe end of every lament (complaint) Psalm, the psalmist says “yet will |
your unfailing love.”

Love

A. Dogs demonstrate a selfless

B. loves you more than he loves hlmself

C. When you look at a and you see unconditional love, maybe that’s a

picture of the love of God for you.

Things | Would Like to Remember About This Message
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INTRODUCTION

Whether you have been gone five days or five minutes, the tail is wagging as he eagerly greets you. When
you've had a really rotten day, she is ready to love and comfort you. And, no matter how badly you behave,
you are forgiven. So what can dogs teach us about God?

Monday: Genesis 7:1-4, 14-16

The story of Noah'’s ark reveals God’s character and God’s concern for the animals. The ark was not only
meant to save humanity; it was meant to save the animals as well. Stories like this in Genesis tell us
something about God, about ourselves, and about God’s will for our lives. How can God’s concern for
animals assure you that God also cares for you?

Tuesday: 2 Corinthians 1:3-7

Pet lovers often talk about their pet's capacity to offer comfort when they are sad, and there is research that
supports the value of that. Today’s reading reflects a very trying experience the apostle Paul went through
(cf. 2 Corinthians 1:8-11). Paul strikingly did not describe “comfort” just in terms of what he received, he tells us
that we are to comfort others as well. How have you seen people use their own hard experiences to shape
them into a source of comfort and courage for others? In what ways could you pass on the comfort you have
received?

Wednesday: Romans 5:6-10

Pet owners often speak of the way their pets love them unconditionally. The kind of love pets often offer can
remind us that in God we find truly unconditional love. Paul knew God did not have to be “talked into” saving
you. Paul had hated the people who said Jesus was the Messiah; he had jailed and even executed some of
them. But Jesus still loved Paul and sought him out on the road to Damascus. Jesus’ unconditional love
totally transformed his life for the better. Do you join Paul in trusting and following Jesus and surrendering
your heart to his love?

Thursday: Luke 14:1-5

Jesus’ challenge subtly added a key Biblical idea about animal treatment. “Animals deserved to be well
treated... Like people, animals and water ... You must help an ox in trouble (Deuteronomy 22:4), even if it is
your enemy’s (Exodus 23:4). Jesus heals... on the Sabbath because any decent person would help an
animal on that day (Luke 14:5).” * Our world often treats animals as unfeeling objects. Have you ever realized
Jesus cares about such attitudes?

Friday: Genesis 1:20-25

Genesis 1:26 said God made humans “so that they may take charge of the fish of the sea, the birds in the
sky, the livestock, all the earth, and all the crawling things on earth.” “In the context of Genesis 1, humans
are... God’s representatives in creation ... ‘taking charge’ must be understood as exercising the same kind of
authority God would exercise in the natural world.” ** Would God favor abusing or exploiting either humans
or animals God created?

MOVING FORWARD

The steadfast love of dogs teaches us several important lessons about God. God is always with you; he
never leaves you or forsakes you. He is your comforter and your strength. And, finally, God loves you more
than you could possibly imagine or believe. And that love has the power to change your life, sustain your life,
and to give you life.

Answers to the sermon notes: IA) animals, B) creator, C) Hebrew. IIA) companionship,
IIB) God, C) promise, D) wrath. IlIA) comfort, B) Jesus, C) trust. IVA) love, B) God, C) dog.

*Article “Animals” in Leland Ryken, James C. Wilhoit and Tremper Longman lll, general editors, Dictionary of Biblical Imagery. Downers
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1998, p. 28
**Theodore Hiebert, sidebar note “Dominion or Dependence?” in The CEB Study Bible. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2013, p. 8 OT.
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