AT THE “The Star”

IE 1 Corinthians 13:4-7, 13; John 1:14-18; John 3:16-17

Introduction
A. The reason Jesus was born was because God so loved the world and wished to save
all .
B. Will you receive God’s love for ?
God Calls the Unexpected
A. When we consider our worthiness, we may ask:
a. Who am ?
B. Bo, the donkey remarked “that star means | am not going to be here

1

Conclusion
A. Our are changed forever through Jesus.
B. To be 100% clear: loves you.

Things | Would Like to Remember About This Message
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INTRODUCTION

A message from Pastor Rick

Advent offers us many things: an invitation to a closer walk with Jesus, the gift of God’s great love for us, and
an opportunity to bask in the Light of our Lord. The Advent Wreath offers us great themes that accompanied
the first Christmas and each celebration thereafter: Hope, Peace, Joy, and now, this week, Love. Love is a
central aspect of Christ's coming. As you use the following 5-day devotional, | invite you open your heart
anew. Let His grace change you. May you offer that same grace and love to all you meet in all you do and
say. Amen?

Monday: Deuteronomy 7:7-9

God’s love for his chosen people was not because they were the most numerous, skilled, or even faithful.
Likewise, as Christ’s followers, we do not earn grace but receive it as a gift. Do you ever struggle with
accepting God’s gift of grace? What do you find helps with accepting it earnestly?

Tuesday: Micah 5:2

God'’s love is incredible because unlike human limitations - where we grow weary and can be forgetful - the
Lord does not forget those He loves. God did not forget even the small town of Bethlehem in His plan of
salvation. In what ways can you show you remember God and those you love more? What actions can you
take to this end?

Wednesday: Isaiah 7:14

Jesus, by his very name — Immanuel - is “God with us.” The power of having someone with us through all of
life’s ups and downs, trials and tribulations, is significant. Who do you give thanks for because they are with
you in good and bad times alike? Do you thank God for them?

Thursday: “Love Came Down at Christmas” UMH #242
(https://hymnary.org/text/love_came_down_at_christmas)

In Christ, God showed his love in a way He had not done before. Jesus shows us the fullest extent of the
Father’s love for each and every one of us. Yet, other times the message is in the name. Which line, word or
phrase of “Love Came Down at Christmas” most speaks to you? Why do you think that is?

Friday: Romans 5:6-8

Amid our celebration of the first Christmas, we marvel at the love of God that sent Jesus to earth. God loves
us enough to come and live among us. Moreover, Jesus showed us the fullest extent of his love on the cross
and then was raised to life so that we might live with him forever in Heaven. What emotions and ideas come
to mind as you consider God’s love?

MOVING FORWARD

A message from Pastor Rick

As we reflect upon the final Sunday of Advent before Christmas, let us marvel at the amazing love God has
for us. Love - not obligation, not coercion, not impulse - moves God to save us from our sins. Let us come
and adore Jesus our Savior and King. Let us shout it from the rooftops and wholeheartedly invite people to
the celebration of his birth. May we never stop praising our Lord who has come for us. | invite you to write
about the love of God and your love for the Lord.

Answers to the sermon notes: IA) people B) you. llA) I, B) forever. llIA) lives, B) God.
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