AT THE “EIf: Giving and Experiencing”
Matthew 1:20-21, 18:2-3; Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 64:10;
Philippians 4:4; Luke 1:41-42, 46-47: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18; James
12

Treat Every Day Like Christmas
A. In order to treat every day like Christmas, we need to look at how we
Christmas.
« Celebrate and remember that Christ the Savior is born.
Be grateful for the joy of Christmas.
« Read scripture and pray.
« Bless and care for those in need of our help.
« Look for better ways to connect with each other.
B. Treating every day like Christmas, means we don’t miss out on the awe and
around us.
The Best Way to Spread Christmas Cheer is Singing Loud for All to Hear
A. Happiness is a response of good things that have just happened to you. Joy is a

B. There is something that happens to us when we that can transform us into
joyful people.

C. Joyis a choice and a .

There’s Room for Everyone on the Nice List

A. Christmas is about God sending a , Jesus, into this world to forgive us and
then redeem us.

B. Relationships can heal if we persevere in love and are willing to

Things | Would Like to Remember About This Message
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INTRODUCTION

Raised as an oversized elf, Buddy travels from the North Pole to New York City to meet his biological father,
Walter Hobbs, who doesn't know he exists and is in desperate need of some Christmas spirit. So what does
this story tell us about the true meaning of Christmas?

Monday: Psalm 100:1-2, Ephesians 5:15-20

Buddy the Elf said “The best way to spread Christmas cheer is singing loud for all to hear.” Do you join in
singing at church? Do you ever sing with your car radio, TV ads, or your iPod? The psalms also urged, “Let
them praise God’s name with dance; let them sing God’s praise with the drum and lyrel... Let the faithful...
shout for joy on their beds” (Psalm 150:3, 5). In what ways is it most natural for you to express the deep joy
God gives you?

Tuesday: Mark 10:13-16

Buddy the Elf appeals to us in part because he has an innocent, childlike quality. “People were bringing
children to Jesus so that he would bless them.” When you were a child, did your parents or other adults
bring you to Jesus for his blessing and guidance for life? If you are a parent, grandparent or have another
connection with one or more children, how can you bring them to Jesus so that he can bless them?

Wednesday: Mark 12:28-33

Buddy the Elf was not like emotionally guarded New Yorkers. “I'min love! 'm in love and | don’t care who
knows it,” he told puzzled business executives after Jovie kissed him. Jesus said we must love God “with all
your heart, with all your being, with all your mind, and with all your strength.” Which of those ways most
easily and naturally falls into place for you in your walk with God? Which do you find most challenging? What
do you find helpful in keeping all those dimensions in balance as you love God?

Thursday: John 3:11-18

Elf highlighted the sometimes silly, sometimes awful ways we substitute synthetic replicas for what is real.
John 3:16 is the famous verse in this passage, but Jesus did not “drop the mic” after delivering it! He went
right on to the following verses. How did verse 17 speak to a Pharisee who likely looked down on and
condemned “ordinary” people? How does it reshape your view of how God looks at you? How can verse 18
redefine the sometimes-frightening pictures of what it takes to be confident in standing before God'’s
judgment?

Friday:

In Elf, we learn from the Code of Elves “there’s room for everyone on the nice list.” That was Jesus’
message. Hebrews 10 said one of the principal reasons for believers meeting together was “sparking love
and good deeds.” The Methodist movement began with small groups encouraging each other in worship,
prayer, study, and in visiting prisoners and caring for the poor, orphans, and the sick. In what ways do you
and other believers “spark” each other to live out your faith?

MOVING FORWARD
Buddy brought joy to everyone around him. That was his mission — to bring joy to other people. He did this
by living out the code of elves:
1) treat every day like Christmas
2) the best way to spread Christmas cheer is singing loud for all to hear
3) there is room for everyone on the nice list
We, too, are called to share joy with other people and make a difference in their lives.

Answers to the sermon notes: IA) celebrate, B) wonder. IIA) decision, B) sing, C) perspective.
IIA) savior, B) forgive.
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