AT THE “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer”

IE John 1:1, 4-5, 11, 8:12; Luke 4:28-29; Mark 2:16-17: 1 Peter 4:10

The Story of Rudolph

A.

C.

In 1939, Montgomery Ward published a 32-page illustrated story of

written by Bob May.

Within a few years of its release, the song ‘Rudolph the Red Noised Reindeer’ had

become the -best-selling Christmas song ever.

The stop motion animated film of ‘Rudolph the Red Noised Reindeer’ is the
continuously running Christmas TV special in the United States.

The Christmas Story in Rudolph

A.

C.

D.

E.

We need to trust that the gifts and abilities God gives us will be for us -
whether it’'s what we want or not.
The good news is that God understands what it means to be . God

identifies with the outsider.
Most often, when God chooses someone for a special purpose, he chooses the
likely people that we would not have chosen.

Just like Rudolph’s light pierces the storm, Jesus’ light pierces the of our

world.
is God saying, “You belong. You matter. | have come for you.”

Lessons from Rudolph

A.
B.

God works through unexpected people in unexpected ways to bring
teaches us:
1. Your uniqueness is not a flaw - God can use it.
2. No one is beyond redemption.
3. The light shines best in darkness.
4. Christmas is for people who don’t feel like they fit.

Things | Would Like to Remember About This Message
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INTRODUCTION

A young reindeer named Rudolph lives at the North Pole. His father is one of Santa's reindeer and it is
expected that Rudolph will eventually be one too. However, he has a feature which is a setback and causes
him to be ostracized: his red nose. Rudolph’s red nose would make him the subject of ridicule and rejection,
but in the end, his difference would be an asset and help Santa on Christmas Eve. So, what does this story
tell us about the real Christmas story?

Monday: Matthew 5:14-16 (Shine the light of hope!)

In the defining moment of the song and movie about Rudolph, Santa Claus said, “From what | see now, that
will cut through the murkiest storm they can dish up. What I'm trying to say is, Rudolph, with your nose so
bright, won't you guide my sleigh tonight?” Last Sunday we lit the candle of hope. Hope was what Rudolph
gave Santa on a severely stormy Christmas Eve. What is one thing you can do this Advent season to give
someone hope?

Tuesday: Luke 1:46-53 (God worked through someone the world was shutting out)

When Mary sang that God “has lifted up the lowly,” she was singing her story. She lived in a culture that
treated her like Coach Comet treated Rudolph: “From now on, we won't let Rudolph join in any reindeer
games.” Mary began her song with words of gratitude and praise: "With all my heart | glorify the Lord." Who
and what in your life are you thankful for? Which of the gifts and promises of Christmas most lead you to
glorify the Lord with all your heart?

Wednesday: Psalm 23:1-5 (Light even in the darkest valley)

As a storm put Christmas Eve at risk in Rudolph, Yukon Cornelius said, “It isn't a fit night out for man nor
beast.” Our broken world often feels like that. In what ways is it even better to have God with you in the
“darkest valley” than having a red-nosed reindeer in a blizzard?

Thursday: Isaiah 52:13-14, 53:2-11 (Seeing the light from an unexpected source)

Mrs. Donner looked at her reindeer son and said, sadly, “He's got a shiny nose.” Almost prophetically,
Donner replied, “Shiny? I'd even say it glows.” The prophet Isaiah wrote about a divine servant who would
“see light” and “make many righteous” in ways unthinkable to most humans. What does Jesus' choice to
defeat evil by being the Suffering Servant tell you about the kind of God you serve?

Friday: John 15:12-17 (God chose you—yes, you!)

Discouraged, Rudolph drifted away from his parents and the other reindeer. The narrator tells us that “Old
Donner... decided the only thing to do was to go out and look for his little buck.” That was what God, in the
person of Jesus, did for us. If a workplace project leader or a pastor told a group that included you that, in
that spirit, she’d chosen to “bear fruit,” do you think you’d feel “bossed around,” or would you be eager to
bear that kind of “fruit”?

MOVING FORWARD
Rudolph echoes a truth the Bible tells from beginning to end: God works through unexpected people in
unexpected ways to bring hope. Rudolph teaches us:

1. Your uniqueness is not a flaw - God can use it.

2. No one is beyond redemption.

3. Rudolph’s nose is brightest in the storm. Jesus’ light is brightest in our darkest nights.

4. Christmas is for people who don't feel like they fit.

Answers to the sermon notes: IA) Rudolph, B) second, C) longest. IIA) good, B) rejected.
IIC) least, D) darkness, E) Christmas. llIA) hope, B) Rudolph.
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